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It i s  the end of a week f o r  us  today, Thanksgiving Day, as 
we get ready f o r  the Islamic day of r e s t  which f a l l s  as usual on 
Friday. And i t  is the end of a season. We are s t i l l  working on 
the t e l l  t h i s  morning, before we s i t  down . fo r  our turkey dinner 
in the afternoon; but we are closing up our operations and putt ing 
our too l s  t o  r e s t  f o r  the season. They have served us  well -- the 
picks, the trowels, the brooms: the millennia of deposition we 
now contemplate have suffered graciously the gentle violence of 
one more, and last', in trusion.  It i s  as i f  the s t ruc tures  we have 
a r t i cu la ted  out of the ground, the objects ,  the samples, might 
a lso  wish t o  join us  f o r  Thanksgiving dinner t o  celebrate t h e i r  
newly recovered i den t i t y  as signposts of his tory.  And surely you 
w i l l  want t o  join us ,  too, as t h i s  i s  the time t o  muse over the 
acconplishments of such a r i ch  and f u l l  season. 

The goals we had s e t  ourselves, ambitious as they were, have 
been materializing so well t ha t  we may be accused of having 
planted our r e s u l t s .  I n  our published repor ts  of last year we 
had theorized t ha t  the e a r l i e s t  second millennium period of occu- 
pation excavated so f a r  dated t o  the second quarter  of t ha t  
millennium, about 1700-1650 B.C . , known as the Khana period. 
This was based exclusively on a carefu l  analys is  of the vast  
ceramic inventory we hzd recovered. But mark the following. 
There i s  no other  comparable body of ceramics from Mesopotaaia 

. 7  since the h-ilca1;; ;.erioci ic: ;I. . i 'n1l; i:ilcu w g t ~  i ,:L :J ir!.<r ,ji be:; . 
L i l l s  our conclusion was based on a painstaking typological 
se r i a t ion ,  which showed how our cerainics overlapped in par t  with 
ceramics from other  s i t e s  immediately before the Khana period, 
and in par t  with ceramics from s i t e s  irmediately a f t e r .  Our 
ceramic inventory w a s  thus dated only inasmuch as it  w a s  framed 
on e i t h e r  side of i ts  own typological  boundaries by known quan- 
t i t i e s  along the establ ished chronological sequence. This w a s  
na tu ra l ly  the reason f o r  i ts importance, i n  t ha t  i t  f i l l e d  i n  
what i s  otherwise a blank i n  the sequence. But it also gave us 
sone reason t o  worry, since we had by necessi ty  t o  t r u s t  our 
judgment i n  malcing a va r ie ty  of log ica l  and typological jumps. 
This year we were seeking a conf i rmt ion  which went beyond 
typology. And we have found it. 



Near the highest  point of the mound we had uncovered last 
year the remains of a burnt house. We have been able t o  c l e a r  
portions of two rooms and one open area -- three r e l a t i ve ly  small 
t r i ang les ,  which had yielded, however, most of the Khana period 
pottery: it w a s  extremely well s t r a t i f i e d ,  since the roof debris 
had p r e s e ~ e d  everything on the f loor .  This year we opened up 
s i x  squares adjacent t o  t h a t  house, i n  order t o  determine i f ,  as 
we expected, more of the same s t ruc ture  was preserved i n  the same 
conditions. And t - he r e  it w a s  -- i n  f a c t ,  not  just  a house, but 
a r e s iden t i a l  quar te r ,  with a s t r e e t  running through it. Given 
the eize  of the exposure, we have not reached the burnt f l oo r  
everywhere . We have, however, two main r e  s u l t s  . On the one hand 
we have a f u l l e r  context,  since we have subs tan t i a l  a rch i t ec tu ra l  
s t ruc tu res ,  i n  excel lent  s t a t e  o f  preservation.  And on the other,  
we have been able t o  f i nd  the f ixed point  of reference i n  time 
which we had been looking for: we have now f ron  t h i s  area seven 
t a b l e t s  o r  fragments of t a b l e t s  which date conclusively the 
houses, with t h e i r  f l oo r s  and al l  t h e i r  r i c h  ceramic inventory, 
t o  the period we had proposed on the bas i s  of the pot te ry  alone. 
The t a b l e t s  are varied i n  content: t he r e ,  are cont rac ts ,  with 
t h e i r  envelopes; there  are school t a b l e t s ,  both of an elementary 
type ( a  young apprentice learn ing  t o  hold the s ty lus )  and of a 
refined type, a beaut i fu l  ca l l igraphic  copy of a h o r n  foundation 
t ab l e t  of Z i m r i - L i m  of Mari. There are a l so  beaut i fu l  s e a l  im-  
p r e s s i o n ~ ,  on the t a b l e t s  themselves and on a c lay  tag .  All  of 
t h i s  indica tes  that t h i s  i s  no accidental  epigraphic f ind.  We 
have only skimmed the top of the burnt l aye r ,  and as we go down 
next season through i t s  en t i r e  thickness and in all the rooms, 
we may reasonably expect t o  f i nd  at l e a s t  sone mo~omponen t s  of 
what appears t o  be a family archive. 

The remains of the house are so well preserved and the en t i r e  
r e s i den t i a l  quar te r  so a t t r a c t i v e  t h a t  we have decided t o  make 
t h i s  the first display area  of a Terqa Archaeological Park. We 
have placed a wooden balustrade around the edge of the excavation, 
prepared a three-dimensional model and various v isua l  a ids ,  and 
erected severa l  pos ters  ( in English and in Arabic) explaining the 
h i s to ry  of the s i t e ,  the nature of the f inds ,  the methods of ex- 
cavation. This w i l l  remain open year-round, and the guard w i l l  
have addi t ional  l e a f l e t s  t o  hand out t o  v i s i t o r s ,  both Syrian and 
foreign,  who have begun t o  f ind  t h e i r  way t o  the s i t e .  I n  f a c t ,  
we expect tomorrow the v i s i t  of U.S. Ambassador Richard Murphy 
and h i s  wife, who w i l l  help us  t o  inaugurate our Park. 

The second main question we brought t o  Terqa t h i s  year con- 
cerned the monumental building of which we had uncovered a portion 
last  year. We knew it had t o  be dated before 2400 B.C. and t ha t  
it w a s  very large i n  s i z e .  We wanted t o  understand its s t ruc ture  
and function,  and t o  pinpoint i t s  o r ig ina l  date of construction. 
It w a s  an exc i t ing  search -- exc i t ing  because o f  the s ize  of the 
s t ruc tu re ,  which seemed t o  increase with every touch of the pick, 



and because t-he date seemed t o  recede qui te  far  back in time. 
A t  the end of our search t h i s  season we can say with confidence 
tha t  what we have is  i n  f a c t  a massive c i t y  w a l l ,  and t ha t  i ts 
construction dates  back t o  at l e a s t  2700 BoCo,  a period known as 
E a r l y  Dynastic 11 in Mesopotamia. The area where we f i r s t  en- 
countered the w a l l  last  year w a s  the southeastern corner of the 
ancient c i t y .  From there the w a l l  went i n  one d i rec t ion  toward 
the northeast  -- and there it has been obl i te ra ted  by the r ive r ,  
except perhaps f o r  some boulders which are reported t o  be en- 
bedded i n  the E u ~ h r a t e s .  The remains of the w a l l  t o  the west and 
northwest have instead survived i n  many places down t o  our day, 
and coincide i n  large p a r t  with the present perimeter of the t e l l .  
I n  one spot we have opened a trench which has given us a well 
preserved inner face of the w a l l ,  preserved t o  a height of about 
3 meters f o r  the pa r t  excavated: it continues down t o  a deeper 
l eve l  ye t ,  but we could not f o r  t h i s  year follow it any longer. 
The width of the w a l l  at t h i s  point is of at  l eas t12  meters, but 
it may have been considerably l a rge r  i n  ant iqui ty  since we do 
not have here the outer  face. On the inside of the w a l l  we have 
an accumulation of about 2 meters of t h i rd  millennium f loo r s  
neat ly stacked up against  the face of the w a l l :  we hope i n  fu- 
ture  seasons t o  obtain a large exposure of a t h i rd  millennium 
c i t y  quarter contiguous - t o  the c i t y  w a l l ,  thus obtaining unhoped 
fo r  information about the texture of one of the f i r s t  major urban 
settlements. That t h i s  is  indeed a very ea r ly  c i t y  w a l l  is 
shown both by a complicated s t ra t ig raph ic  sequence i n  the area 
by the r i ve r  (which implies a long occupation given the d i spar i ty  
of functions which the same a rea  served i n  succession), and by 
the type of pot tery which we have been f inding i n  the lower 
f loors  associated with the c i t y  w a l l ,  The Early Dynastic I1 
period, about 2700 BoCo,  is a conservative estimate,  and t h i s  
makes the Terqa c i t y  w a l l  one of the oldest  (and best  preserved) 
i n  Syria  and the Near East .  

The w a l l  seems a l so  t o  mark the beginning of the h is tory  of 
Terqa, from what we know so far. But almost by accident we have 
come across, and begun t o  excavate, what appeam t o  be t- b e  i m -  
mediate antecedent of h i s to r i ca l  Terqa. This we w i l l  c a l l  proto- 
h i s to r i ca l  Qraya. It is a suburb of Ashara ( the modem town 
which sits on ancient Terqa), about 4 kilometers t o  the north and 
a lso  d i r ec t l y  on the r i ve r  bank. The s i t e  w a s  endangered by a 
bulldozer and a building project .  From an analysis of the surface 
pot tery it  appeared t ha t  while the top had a considerable second 
millennium occupation, the lower layers  were c l ea r ly  very ear ly  -- 
Pro to l i t e r a t e  o r  four th  millennium. There were, especial ly ,  
several  beveled riril bowls which we found sca t tered  i n  various 
places, i n  perfect  s t a t e  of preservation. We decided t o  apply 
immediately f o r  a sounding permit, and with i t s  customary readi- 
ness and effect iveness ,  the Syrian Directorate General of 
Antiquit ies cabled back a posi t ive reply within a few days. Now, 



as we close a brief two-week operation a t  t h i s  new s i t e ,  we can 
look a t  significant resul ts ,  i n  spite  of the limited exposure. 
The Protol i tera te  pottery we found on the surface was also found 
i n  very high concentration on a se r ies  of f loors  we uncovered 
within the excavation: these f loors  are contained by two w a l l s  
which cross a t  r ight  angles and continue beyond the perimeter of 
the square in what promises t o  be well preserved architecture. 
Besides beveled r i m  bowls, the pottery contains other typical 
Protoli terate vessel forms and decorative patterns, including 
painted motifs. To the same period belongs a r ich  variety of 
l i t h i c  tools,  such as blades and scrapers, mostly of chert but al- 
so obsidian. From our surface collection we also have found 
Ubaid pottery and are hoping to  find i n  Qraya the stratigraphy 
which w i l l  shed l i g h t  on the c r i t i c a l  t ransi t ion from the Ubaid 
to  the Protol i tera te  period. The s i t e  i s  re la t ively  large, and 
.given the nature of the finds we may expect it t o  be an important 
representative of the protohistorical period * i n  Syria, for  which 
l i t t l e  information has been recovered so f a r ,  and none, i n  fac t ,  
from t h i s  region. 

From Qraya to  Terqa we have now a continuous sequence from 
the fourth to  the second millennium, with the best s t r a t i f i ed  
evidence from anywhere i n  Mesopotamia fo r  the period of Khana. 
The dynamism of h i s tor ica l  development, which has come to  be 
embedded i n  the ground over the years, i a  now reflected and fixed 
i x ~  our record... The cook's be l l  is ringing now in the court- 
yard to  c a l l  us i n  fo r  dinner. A s  we sit  down to  celebrate the 
bounty t o  which we are grateful to  have fa l len  heir  i n  America, our 
thoughts w i l l  also wander to  those innumerable other pilgrims 
who have walked the shores of the Euphrates over the millennia, 
and to  whose bounty,,we are also heirs ,  gratefully, here in Syria. 
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